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Silk Painting Experts 
 
For the last 20 years, Kinetika has perfected the process of painting silk on a large scale in the UK, 

often using intricate patterns to convey narrative and meaning.  Our hand painted silks have been 

displayed in cities all over the world, from Chile to China and have graced the pitches of some of the 

largest sports opening ceremonies as well as high profile venues like the Royal Opera House. 

 

The designers at Kinetika are experienced at working with clients to realise their own bespoke design, 

taking it from concept to completion.  Guidance can be provided on what to expect with the hand 

dyed process, what looks good at scale and concept/  colour sketches can be created as a starting 

point. 

 

Silk gives an unparalleled lustre and shine, while hand painting allows for layered applications of dye 
to get the correct depth of colour.  We believe there is no other process that allows such flexibility of 
design, vibrancy of colour and immediacy of working. 

 

We welcome enquiries for new commissions both large and small, and encourage discussions early in 

a project timeline.   

 

Kinetika can also digitally reproduce designs on silk to order, and has itõs own limited edition range of 

scarves and cushions available for trade enquiries. 

 

Contact:   

info@kinetika.co.uk           

Tel: +44(0)1708 202846 
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About Kinetika Design Studio 
 

Kinetika is an internationally renowned company with a long track record of combining world-class 

design with community projects to produce content for spectacular events that engage diverse 

audiences wherever we work.  Smaller scale festival commissions are balanced with delivering silks 

for high profile events such as the Deloitte Ignite Festival, Milan Expo, European Games, FIFA CWC 

and the London Paralympic games/Team GB Parade in 2012.  

All profits from commissions support the charitable side of the company in its high-quality community 

engagement work, running participatory programmes, workshops and artist training schemes. 

 

About Ali  Pretty ð Artistic Director 
 

As the founding member of the company, Ali has gained years of experience 

working with high profile clients and on large international events. Her artistic 

direction and hand-painted silk designs are known for their quality, both in their 

individual style as well as their ability to engage and leave lasting legacies in 

communities and for individuals alike.  The Victoria & Albert Museum in London is 

currently archiving her original designs that will be available as a teaching 

resource for generations to come.   

Bespoke silk direct from the experts 

http://www.kinetika.co.uk/
http://www.kinetika.co.uk/
mailto:info@kinetika.co.uk?subject=Bespoke%20Silk%20Commission%20Enquiry
http://www.kinetikaonline.co.uk/kinetika-design-studio/
http://www.kinetikaonline.co.uk/kinetika-design-studio/


 

3 |  P a g e 
 

Contact: info@kinetika.co.uk Tel: +44 (0) 1708 202846     Web: www.kinetika.co.uk 
All images © Kinetika Design Studio Ltd and Ali Pretty 

 

 

Deloitte Ignite Festival at the Royal Opera House 
 

The Royal Opera House commissioned a set of 12 hand painted banners from Kinetika illustrating 

their rich history.  After visiting their archive and agreeing on the most important images to be 

included, Ali Pretty created a series of designs to be approved.  Then the designs were carefully 

hand painted by our team of artists to the correct scale.  After a process of steaming and dry 

cleaning to fix the dye, the silks were flame retarded, hemmed and finished to the right specification 

for hanging and were first displayed for the Deloitte Ignite Festival in 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portfolio 

All 12 of the silks hanging in the Paul Hamlyn Hall of 
the Royal Opera House at the Deloitte Ignite Festival. 

The silks hanging vertically in the Backstage 
Centre, High House Production Park, Thurrock. 

Royal Opera House silks in production at the Kinetika studio 
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Milan Expo 
 

Taking inspiration from mood boards provided by the client, Kinetika created designs for bepoke silks 

to represent the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in their country parade at Milan Expo.  Themes of Desert, 

Oasis, Marine and Modern Dubai were developed into designs that incorporated visual references to 

UAE culture.  These designs were then hand painted onto 135m of silk habotai and fabricated into 

finished flags, wave-like banners and structured leaves.  In total it took our creative team 900 hours 

to design and make this exciting commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 

  

ôDesertõ designs made into flags and sand dunes. 

ôOasisõ flags and leaves ð specially rodded to 
hold their shape. 

A few of the finished flags 

Some of the original flag designs. 

Silk painting in the Kinetika studio 
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